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	Scouting was a way for me to meet new people and do things that I have never done or would never have dreamed of doing. Scouting has been a positive way to get me involved with life. I have spent 12 years in scouting, and that is three quarters of my life!  The scout law has served me all that time, as a goal; not something that I can always meet, but something I can try to aim for, and Scouting has given me that. On the more physical side, I’ve made friends, been places and done things that will stay with me forever. I’ve accomplished things I thought I would never achieve.


Through the years of my scouting experience, I have earned 30 merit badges, joined the brotherhood of the Order of the Arrow, held positions in Troop 39 of ASPL, Librarian, Quartermaster, and Senior Patrol Leader at last year’s summer camp. While every step of the way was progress on my trail to Eagle, I found that it was also a step forward for me in maturity, knowledge and self reliance. I came to realize that what you do in preparing for your Eagle project is like what you do to prepare yourself for life. Plan what you are going to do, get the things you need to do it, get people to work with you, and then work the plan. I also learned that things don’t always go the way you planned, and sometimes you have to be prepared to change.  But having a goal, a constant set of rules and friends willing to give a hand will see you through the hard times.


The Eagle project that I successfully carried out was to reconstruct the sheds for my church; but I came to understand that it was much more than that. I demonstrated all of the skills that I learned in Scouting, and that I will need for the rest of my life. I provided leadership, planning and execution of a complicated project; but most of all I experienced what it will take to keep me on the track that Scouting has put me on. 
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